KYRGYZ REPUBLIC
AGRICULTURAL PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION UNIT
TERMS OF REFERENCE
IT Specialist of the AgroSpace Platform
Climate Resilient Agricultural Value Chains Development Project (CRAVCD)

1. Introduction and Project Background
The Ministry of Water Resources, Agriculture and Processing Industry of the Kyrgyz Republic (MWRAPI) established the Agricultural Projects Implementation Unit (APIU) to coordinate, manage, and implement agricultural projects and any other future projects financed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and other donors.
Approved by the ADB Board of Directors on 6 December 2023, the Climate Resilient Agricultural Value Chains Development Project (CRAVCDP) is aimed at improving household and national food security through resilient, climate‑adapted horticulture value chains. The Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On Ratification of Agreements on Financing the CRAVCDP between the Kyrgyz Republic and ADB, signed on 13 December 2023 in Bishkek,” was enacted on 27 June 2024, No. 109.
State policy in agriculture is directed at ensuring food security, stimulating the development of medium and large processing complexes, establishing logistics centers for export, and providing comprehensive support to companies with the highest export potential by ensuring access to long‑term, low‑cost credit resources and trade information. The strategic goal of agricultural reforms is to ensure food security, develop sustainable farming, and create conditions for cluster development in the production and processing of agricultural products. These national development priorities are included in the National Development Program of the Kyrgyz Republic until 2026, approved by Presidential Decree No. 435 dated 12 October 2021.
The CRAVCDP, financed by ADB, is focused on poverty reduction by increasing rural productivity and creating income‑generating activities. The main result of the proposed project will be an increase in the supply of fresh and processed fruits and vegetables to domestic and international markets.
CRAVCDP will deliver two outcomes: (i) increased lending from Participating Financial Institutions (PFIs) to support the development of horticulture production and marketing value chains; and (ii) strengthened horticulture production and marketing value chains.
Executing Agency: Ministry of Water Resources, Agriculture and Processing Industry of the Kyrgyz Republic (MWRAPI). Implementing Agency: Agricultural Projects Implementation Unit (APIU) under MWRAPI. Participating Financial Institutions (PFIs): OJSC A Bank and OJSC Eldik Bank, financing agribusinesses nationwide.
The Project goal is to increase the supply of fresh and processed fruits and vegetables to domestic and international markets, enhance the export potential of the Kyrgyz Republic, and create income‑generating jobs in the horticulture sector.
Project Components
Component 1: Financing by PFIs of eligible sub‑projects through sub‑loans to eligible sub‑borrowers, in accordance with the Loan and Grant Agreement and Project Agreements.
Component 2: (i) Strengthening horticulture production and marketing value chains through contract farming agreements between farmers and processors and/or exporters; promoting climate‑adaptive agronomic and processing practices to reduce losses; training women owners and/or managers in business management and entrepreneurship; and implementing measures to facilitate cross‑border trade in Kyrgyz agricultural products. (ii) Supporting project implementation by APIU, including improved project management, monitoring, and reporting; strengthening PFIs’ capacity to develop and implement horticulture finance policies, procedures, and loan products; providing staff training in horticulture subsector lending; conducting client outreach to raise awareness of PFIs’ products and services; and enhancing PFIs’ capacity to establish an appropriate Environmental and Social Management System (ESMS).
2. Objectives and Tasks
Objective: Ensure stable functioning, technical support, and development of the AgroSpace platform in the Kyrgyz Republic.
Tasks:
· Ensure uninterrupted operation of the AgroSpace platform and its modules;
· Monitor the technical condition of the platform;
· Ensure security and protection of user data;
· Coordinate work on the development and modernization of the platform;
· Provide technical support to platform users.
3. Scope of Work and Responsibilities
1. Carry out technical monitoring of the AgroSpace platform and its individual modules.
2. Ensure uninterrupted functioning of the platform, including:
· electronic library;
· trading platform;
· electronic maps;
· agricultural news section;
· agricultural calculators;
· mobile applications.
3. Interact with partner technical specialists on:
· troubleshooting technical errors;
· updating modules;
· introducing new functions;
· optimizing platform performance.
4. Control issues of storage, backup, and protection of user data.
5. Analyze technical problems and prepare proposals for platform development.
6. Provide technical support to platform users.
7. Control the accuracy of information display in Kyrgyz, Russian, and English languages.
8. Prepare technical reports on the condition of the platform and completed work.
4. Reporting and Approval Procedure
The IT Specialist of the AgroSpace platform will report to the Director of APIU. Based on the results of work, the specialist must provide:
· monthly technical reports on completed work;
· information on identified and resolved technical problems;
· information on updates and improvements to the platform;
· proposals for improving the AgroSpace platform;
· reports on the state of information security and data backup.
5. Institutional Arrangements
· The IT Specialist will closely interact with APIU staff, partner organization technical specialists, consultants, and other stakeholders.
· APIU will provide the specialist with access to the AgroSpace platform, necessary information resources, and technical documentation to accomplish assigned tasks.
6. Qualification Requirements
Education:
· Higher education in information technology, programming, computer science, information security, or related fields.
Work Experience:
· At least 3 years of professional experience in information technology.
· Experience in supporting web platforms, mobile applications, and information systems.
· Experience in database and server infrastructure administration will be an advantage.
· Experience working on projects of international organizations is desirable.
Skills and Competencies:
· Knowledge of the principles of operation of web platforms and mobile applications.
· Skills in administration of information systems and databases.
· Knowledge of information security and data backup issues.
· Skills in analyzing and troubleshooting technical problems.
· Proficiency in Russian and Kyrgyz; knowledge of English will be an advantage.
Additional Requirements:
· Willingness to interact with international partners and contractors.
· Ability to independently organize work and respond promptly to technical failures.
Scope and Duration of Work
	Period
	Main Tasks

	Daily
	Monitoring and technical support of the AgroSpace platform

	Weekly
	Checking functionality of modules, data backup

	Monthly
	Preparation of technical reports and proposals for platform development


The total duration of the contract is 12 months from the date of contract signing.

